RURAL CITY LIVING

14 September 2026

Stuff.co.nz

Dear |}

29 Bowler Avenue, Gore 9710
PO Box 8, Gore 9740

Phone 03 209 0330
Email infol[dgoredc.govt.nz
www.goredc.govt.nz

Thank you for your Local Government Official Information & Meetings Act request dated 28
August 2026 seeking the following information:

By way of background, we ran a story about a council on our patch that put a number of
properties up for sale, using powers under Section 77 of the Local Government (Rating)

Act 2002, mostly over issues of non rates payment: hitps.//www.waikatotimes.co.nz/nz-

news/361063766/last-resort-property-sales-over-rates-non-payments-waitomo-district

This got us wondering how many sales of this sort are happening across New Zealand? So
to answer that, we wanted to ask, under the OIA:

For each year from 2016 to 2026 to date, can you tell me how many houses the council

has sold under Section 77 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002?

The Council complies with section 77 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 which
provides for the sale of abandoned land where rates have not been paid to the Council for
three years or more and the ratepayer for that land -

a) isunknown; or

b) cannot be found after due inquiry and has no known agent in New Zealand; or
c) isdeceased and has no personal representative; or
d) has given notice to the local authority that he or she intends to abandon or has

abandoned the land.

| can advise that from 2016 to date, four properties have been sold by the Council that have

been abandoned (per section 77 of the Act).

The following table provides the year in which the property was sold:

Calendar Year Number of properties

sold
2022 2
2025 1
2026 1




You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.
Information about how to make a complaintis available at
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.

Yours sincerely

Lornae Straith
GM Corporate Support / Chief Financial Officer






