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SECTION ONE 
 
Sport ground management plan: strategic aims and objectives 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Sports Grounds in the Gore District 
 
During the early surveys undertaken throughout the Gore District during the 1860’s 
and 1870’s the surveyors of the day had at the forefront of their activity to leave 
sufficient areas for recreation. 
 
The Gore township itself has long been proud of its domains and can thank  
G F Richardson, who surveyed it in 1874, for leaving a chain of domains as a 
“breathing space” round the central part of the town. 
 
In the early days Gore was noted for its wrestlers and runners.  Prior to the formation 
of the Gore Caledonian Society in 1884 which used part of the Gore Town Belt 
known now as Hyde Park, young ‘men’ of the town could be seen training on 
suitable spots, notably the Triangle reserve. 
 
East Gore, which in the early days was considered separate from Gore, had the East 
Gore Domain now Hamilton Park for its recreational requirements. 
 
In Mataura the ‘Recreation Ground’ now Tulloch Park was surveyed next to what 
was the Mataura A & P ground.  A & P Shows only lasted a few years after which the 
ground was incorporated as public Domain. 
 
Waikaka and Pukerau have similar stories with land for recreation or domain 
purposes being put aside for that purpose from an early stage. 
 
Over the years as the population increased and demand for sporting facilities 
increased local authorities set further land aside for recreational purposes by 
purchase or bequest. 
 
Following this the development of club facilities alongside “home” grounds, or as 
part of the premises of enclosed sports eg bowls, tennis, croquet occurred and with 
the increasing popularity of the motor car, the demand for off-street parking on 
reserves intensified. 
 
Although Council reserve development has catered mainly for the traditional ball 
sports, in recent years there has been a diversity of groups requiring 
accommodation on grounds, some such as skateboarding and mountain biking, 
need specialist facilities and other park users such as dog owners not being easily 
integrated with existing users of sports fields. 
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Aims And Objectives Of The Sports Ground Management Plan 
 
The vision of the Gore District Council is “to provide an environment that allows 
people to enjoy the lifestyle and culture of their choice” 
 
From this the Council’s mission “To achieve our vision by 
 
�� Ensuring a sustainable environment for future generations 
�� Encouraging participation by the people 
�� Providing an efficient quality service and facilities 
 
That meet the affordable needs and aspirations of the people. 
 
 
Council’s role in the Management of Sports Grounds 
 
1) The aims and objectives of the Sports Ground Management Plan, guide the 

day-to-day management of Sports grounds together with their future 
development to enhance and maintain the recreation resources and 
opportunities.  These aims and objectives are also considered alongside the 
Recreation Strategy for the Gore District, which outlines the priorities and 
guidelines for the provision of recreation services in the Gore District. 

 
The Gore District Council has a statutory responsibility to manage reserves for 
the community under the Reserves Act 1977, and has been involved in the 
provision of this service since the 1860’s.  It is an integral part of the value 
system of the community that Council provides reserves for sports grounds. 

 
           There is a high outlay of costs in setting up and maintaining sports fields, and if 

these facilities were not supported financially through Council, it would not be 
viable to maintain them for community use or for them to be maintained by 
the community itself.  Council’s role in this function is management of the 
asset competitively tendering all physical work for the development and 
maintenance of sports fields and the subsequent supervision of contracts. 

 
2) Sports grounds is the term used for one locality in which there may be one or 

numerous sports fields. 
 
 
 
 
Strategic Aims And Objectives Of The Management Planning Process 
 
Aim 1: To provide a framework for equitable and accessible recreation 

opportunities for Gore District residents and visitors. 
 
Objective 1: To provide all sports ground users with participation in the allocation of 

sports grounds. 
 
Objective 2: To ensure an appropriate distribution of sports grounds of different 

categories across the Gore District. 
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Aim 2: To provide policy for the sustainable management of sport grounds 

and the collective benefits they provide to the Gore District residents 
and visitors. 

 
Objective 1:  To develop and review Council’s asset management to reflect the 

principles of the Sports Ground Management Plan. 
 
Objective 2:  To develop policy that ensures the sustainable use of sports grounds 

with recognition of the landscape, cultural and recreational values of 
those grounds. 

 
Aim 3: To provide a framework to enhance the individual, club and 

Community benefits from sports grounds. 
 
Objective1:  To identify, recognise and support the individual, sports code and 

Community benefits of the Gore Districts sports grounds through 
management policy development where possible. 

 
Objective 2: To assist development of an inventory of recreation opportunities 

through providing information on sports grounds provision and use in 
the district of Gore. 

 
Aim 4: To provide a strategic direction for future development and 

management of sports grounds in the Gore District. 
 
Objective 1: To develop a plan that reflects the desired future for sports grounds as 

identified by the users, non-users and owners of the resource. 
 
Objective 2: To initiate policy for the development and management of sports 

grounds that reflects the objectives of the Recreation Strategy for Gore 
District (Section 1.2, Recreation Strategy for Gore District) 

 
Aim 5: To ensure the management and development of sports grounds is 

consistent with other policies of the Gore District Council. 
 
Objective 1: To identify and integrate Gore District Council policy that relates to the 

use and management of sports grounds. 
 
Objective 2: To identify which (if any) Council policies that has precedence over 

another in the management and development of sports grounds. 
 
Objective 3: To review and update Council policy on the development and 

management of sports grounds to reflect the changing and diverse 
demand for sports grounds. 
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Aim 6: To ensure that sports grounds are administered in accordance to the 
Reserves Act 1977, the Recreation Strategy for Gore District and other 
statutory and legal requirements. 

 
Objective 1: To develop policies that reflect the desired outcomes of the Reserves 

Act 1977 and other statutory and legal requirements. 
 
Objective 2: To interpret and clarify statutory and legal requirements for the use and 

management of sports grounds. 
 
Objective 3: To consult the Recreation Strategy for Gore District when planning and 

developing sports grounds. 
 
 
 
Management Planning Under The Reserves Act 1977 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department of the Gore District Council has the 
responsibility of preparing policy for the management of the district’s reserves.  As 
part of this function the Gore District Council, as an administering body under the 
Reserves Act 1977, is required to prepare management plans for the reserves that it 
controls.  These management plans should: 
 

 
 
 
Management planning is also a process for determining the management direction 
that the Community and the Gore District Council would like to apply to reserves. 
This includes the identification of the ways in which management direction can be 
achieved.  Management plans under the Reserves Act should outline Council’s 
general intentions for use, development and maintenance of its reserves.  The aim of 
the Reserves Act is to ensure that park development and enjoyment are based on 
sound planning and that, through the public’s involvement, the needs of the public 
are clearly identified. 
 
 
Consideration Of Other Management Documents  
 
Sport ground management planning does not occur in a vacuum - rather broader 
aims, objectives and policies guide it.  Some of this guidance originates from the 
aims and objectives of Council and statutory documents such as the District Plan, 
Annual Plan and Long Term Financial Strategy.  Other non-statutory documents such 
as the Recreation Strategy, Play Policy, Fees and Charges Policy, also provide 
direction for the policies contained in management plans. 

Provide for and ensure the use, enjoyment, maintenance, protection and 
preservation…and…the development, as appropriate, of the reserve for the 
purposes for which it is classified. 
 
                  Reserves Act 1977  41 (3) 
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Taking A Strategic Direction In Management Planning 
 
The Sports Ground Management Plan includes a strategic direction for the future 
development and management of sports grounds, as well as provide policy for their 
daily management.  Through providing a strategic focus based on identified 
community demand for recreation resources within the Gore District Council area, 
resources can be used more efficiently and effectively to enhance the benefits 
sports grounds provide for the citizens and visitors to the district.  The desired future 
for sports grounds needs to reflect this direction defined by the capacity of the 
resource but also reflect existing Council policy and priorities for the orderly and 
consistent development of sports grounds and associated recreation resources. 
 
Current assessment of the demand for sports grounds indicates that more sports 
grounds are not required but needs to identify what exists, the purpose of those 
grounds and define a priority and standard to which each ground will be 
developed.  Any future development or expansion of sports grounds needs to take 
account of policy and background information in this management plan. 
 
 
Consultation And Review Process  
 
Under the Reserves Act 1977, Council must follow a defined procedure for the 
development and review of reserve management plans.  The following procedure 
outlines the steps of the review process for Sports Ground Management, which 
includes community consultation. 
 
Sport Ground Management Plan Consultation and Review Process 
 
29 March 2000 Gore District Council resolves to give notice of its intention to 

prepare management plans 
  
September 2000 Council publicly notifies its intention to prepare management 

plan and calls for submissions 
  
October 2000 Draft Management plan for Sports Grounds prepared 
November 2000 Draft Management plan for Sports Ground out for public 

comment 
27th January 2001 Close of submissions on Draft 
 
Review Process: 
The Management Plan process is structured to work within the 2000/01 financial year 
and follows the requirements of Section 41 and Section 119 of the Reserves Act 1977. 
The large number of sports grounds, most of which have not been covered by a 
Reserve Management Plan before, and their use by a large number of sports codes 
and casual recreation users, required Council to undertake an extensive public 
consultation process prior to writing the draft plan. 
 
All sporting users were notified of Council’s intention to prepare a Draft 
Management Plan. 
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SPORTS GROUND MANAGEMENT POLICIES 
 
The sports ground management policies cover all sports grounds within this 
management plan (refer to appendices for list) and serve to clearly set out how 
sports grounds will be managed in the future. 
 
Allocation of Sports Fields 
 
The allocation of fields for sporting use is based on the following principles of use and 
are aimed at ensuring the primary and secondary purposes of sports grounds are 
met so that the potential benefits for the community and the district are realised.  If 
sporting codes have a higher participation rate, this needs to be taken into account 
in the nest use of the resource and its sustainable management. 
 
Objective 1: To ensure the allocation of sports fields reflect the purposes for which 

that field was developed. 
 
Objective 2: To eliminate user conflict from double bookings. 
 
Objective 3: To ensure that decisions regarding the allocation of sport fields ensure 

effective, efficient and sustainable use of the sports field and its 
associated resources. 

 
Objective 4: To ensure all sport and recreation user groups have a fair and 

equitable opportunity to the allocation of sports fields. 
 
 
Policy 1: Existing Facilities: That the interests of all lease and licence 2  holders 

be considered when allocating sports fields.  In all cases Council will 
have the final decision on such matters. 

 
Policy 2: Participation Rates: That the allocation of sports fields takes account of 

demand from each sporting code.  The sports ground booking data 
will be used as an indicator of the level of demand by each sporting 
code. 

 
Policy 3: Seasonal Codes: The allocation of fields to carious codes for 

competition play and organised social sport will be formalised at the 
beginning of each season in consultation with Council.  Conflicts will 
be resolved through consultation with relevant bodies. 

 
Policy 4: Practice Fields: Fields specifically dedicated as practice fields 

through negotiation with Council, are not to be used for competition.  
Practice fields are designated through negotiation with the affected 
club/s. 

 
Policy 5: Pre and Post Season Games:  Games or practice outside the 

designated season are to be booked with Council on a per game or 
pre practice basis.  Games or practices outside the designated season 
will attract a fee that reflects the additional costs to Council.  Council 
will designate fields annually for out of season games or practice.  
These fields will attract a lower fee than the normal out of season fee. 
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Policy 6: Casual Sports: To avoid conflict with organised sport, casual 

sports are required to book grounds through Council’s Parks and 
Recreation Manager.  Demand for regular use of grounds for casual 
sport, where clubs are domiciled, require prior consultation of the club 
and associations that currently use that field. 

 
Policy 7: School Sports: Schools shall have priority to fields in close location 

and where their use falls within the existing priorities outlined in this 
section.  Codes are still required to book fields for games and schools 
are required to book fields for games and schools are required to book 
fields for practice through Councils Parks and Recreation Manager. 

 
Policy 8: Passive and Informal Recreation: The allocation of sports fields shall 

take into account the needs of passive and informal recreation users in 
line with classification of sports grounds and other sports ground 
policies. 

 
Policy 9: Fair and Equitable Opportunity to the Allocation to Sports Fields:  All 

sports and recreation group will have a fair and equitable chance to 
be allocated sports fields. 

 
2 

A ‘lease’ gives exclusive possession of the land and allows provision of a specified activity.  
A ‘Licence”  gives non-exclusive interest in the land and makes provision for specific activities on the     
land  
 
 

Policy 10: Sports Ground Allocation Priority: Where conflicting demand for sports 
field use occurs, allocation between the various categories of competition is used to 
determine priority of use as follows; 

 
 (1) international championships 
 (2) national championships 
 (3) provincial championships 
 (4) local championships 
 (5) weekly competitions (code, school and social games) 
 (6) school sports 
 (7) casual/informal sports 
 

Policy 11: Sport 3 use has priority over non-sports use in the allocation of sports 
grounds unless otherwise decided by Council. 

 
Policy 12: Cancellations: Sports codes and competition organisers are 
responsible for cancellation of competition games on allocated fields, with the 
provision that the Gore District reserves the right to close any field, or withdraw it 
from competition use if conditions warrant it so.  The Council is responsible for 
cancellation of social games and practice use.  All cancellations are notified via 
local radio stations and by signs placed on grounds.  Permission to use sports fields 
may be suspended or withdrawn where users fail to comply with conditions of use. 
(Refer Appendix 3) 

 
 

Sports Field Bookings 
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The booking of sports fields provides a record of people using sports fields for 
management and planning purposes.  A booking system helps prevent two users 
booking the same ground (double booking) and provides information to contractors 
on when sports fields are in use when preparing or maintaining fields.  The booking 
system also allows Council to control the use of grounds to minimise impacts and 
sustain the quality of the resource for future use. 

 
Objective 1: To regulate the use of sports fields so that quality playing 

surfaces are provided for sporting uses at a financially 
sustainable level.    

 
Policy 1: Council will provide a sports field booking service that is fair and 

appropriate to the sustainability of each sports ground. 
 

Policy 2: That the booking and use of sports fields follow the ‘Conditions of 
Hire and Use” (Refer Appendix 3) 

 
 
 
  

3   ‘Sport’ is defined as physical activity where there are a set of rules with the    aim to win 
the game 

 
 

Sports Field Charges 
 

Charges are made for the use of sports fields through a levy charged on the hire of 
a sports field.  Council charges a fee to recover some of the costs of providing and 
servicing sports grounds and associated facilities.  The Fees and Charges Policy, the 
Gore District Council’s Funding Policy and the Annual Plan, which are separate to 
this plan, sets out a schedule for charges and Council’s policy on discounts and 
remissions for groups such as schools and charitable events and other more general 
policies on funding. 

 
Council may waive charges for the use of sports grounds at its discretion and reviews 
its fees and charges policy separate to this management plan. 

 
Objective 1: To charge for sports field use to recover part of the cost of 

providing and maintaining the resource. 
 
Policy 1: A fee for hire and use of sports fields will be charged in 

accordance with the Fees  Charges Policy and the Gore District 
Council’s Funding Policy 
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Non-Sporting Use of Grounds 
 
Non-sporting uses4 of grounds are permitted where compatible with the recreational 
purpose of ground and where it is not detrimental to the primary use of the ground. 
 
Objective 1: To allow non-sporting use of sports grounds where compatible 

with the primary purpose of the ground 
 
 
4 ‘Non-Sporting Use’ refers to activities that do not involve physical recreation with a 

set of rules and a playing field. 
 
 

PROVISION AND MAINTENANCE OF SPORTS FACILITIES AND 
GROUNDS 

 
Background 
Some grounds have Council owned sports facilities that are available to all 
authorised users of grounds to enable the optimum use of the grounds.  Council aims 
to maintain these facilities in accordance with the Occupational Health and Safety 
Act, Resource Management Act, the Reserves Act and the Reserve Policy Plan - 
General Policies.  Other legislation and relevant statutory instruments do exist outside 
of this list. 

 
Council/Lessee Responsibility  
The Council provides for field sports and some enclosed sports grounds through the 
maintenance of the playing surface. 
 
Lessees of ‘enclosed’ premises (tennis, bowls, croquet, etc) are generally responsible 
for provision and maintenance of playing surfaces, although the Council may 
contribute towards part of their development where the facility is deemed to be of 
general public benefit.  Council consent and financial support for the provision of 
artificial turf for field sports is subject to the same criterion. 
 
Where toilet and changing facilities at sports fields are provided by the Council, the 
cost of their use is included in the total ground hire charge.  On a number of fields, 
these facilities are provided in private clubrooms, or in buildings jointly administered 
by a club and Council.  The availability of these club own facilities to all authorised 
users, is to avoid duplicating the provision of facilities on each ground and is 
anticipated in the lower rental paid for them.   The use of club owned facilities is 
formalised in the conditions of clubroom leases.  First aid rooms for the use of St. John 
Ambulance personnel are required in all new pavilions, whether Council or club 
owned. 
 
Ground Upgrade and Renovation 
Council also aims to maintain grounds and regulate their use so that optimum 
playing surfaces are provided for sporting uses.  The Council has been undertaking a 
program of gradual upgrade of sports fields, through improvements to drainage.  
During the months of September and March, use of sports fields maybe prohibited to 
enable the recovery and preparation of playing surfaces before the onset of the 
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summer or winter season,.  The maintenance of playing surfaces enclosed for 
exclusive use is the responsibility of the lessee, except where the Council has agreed 
to provide maintenance services. 
 
Objective 1: To provide optimum playing surfaces and sports facilities for each 

category of sports ground. 
 
Objective 2: To ensure facilities on sports grounds are maintained to Council’s 

standard as negotiated with sports codes. 
 
Policy 1: Council will provide quality playing surfaces and sports facilities in 

accordance with the classification of sports grounds. 
 
Policy 2: That all sports fields are unavailable for use in the months of 

September and March each year for the upgrade and 
renovation of fields for the following season and other times as 
directed by the Council. 

 
Policy 3: Council will prioritise the upgrade and renovation of fields based 

on: 
 

1) The tenure of ground: Council owned land will have priority 
  2) The number of user groups using the field and the level of  
   use 
  3) The level at which facilities and amenities are shared by  
   user groups 
  4) The primary purpose of the ground 
  5) Existing resource condition 
  6) The existing priority plan for renovation and upgrade of  
   sports grounds 
 
 
 
 
ARTIFICIAL SURFACES AND WICKETS 
 
Artificial surfaces such as the Artificial Hockey Turf at Mataura, allow recreation 
activities to be undertaken regardless of ground conditions attributed from weather 
and over use.  The surface requires less maintenance but has a high establishment 
cost.  For this reason, the effective use of existing artificial surfaces should be 
promoted and turf sports requiring a flat, even and hard surface such as hockey, 
soccer, touch, and artificial wickets for cricket, should be encouraged to use existing 
artificial surfaces.  This also helps Council maintain turf fields to accepted standards 
and reduce overuse.  Where requests for the development of artificial surfaces are 
received from Clubs and Associations, Council will examine each proposal based on 
the level of demand for existing surfaces, funding raised and the wider benefits to 
the Community. 
 
Objective 1: To consider the development of artificial surfaces where there  are 

demonstrated benefits for the wider sporting community. 
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Objective 2: To assist in the development of artificial surfaces where there is a 
demonstrated benefit to Council. 

 
Policy 1: Where appropriate, artificial surfaces for sports will be 

accommodated on established grounds.  Appropriateness will 
include consideration of restrictions on other users and the 
potential of multiple use. 

 
Policy 2: All Applications must meet Council’s criteria for Financial Support 

Policy as outlined in the District Recreation Strategy. 
 
ORGANISED SPORT 
 
Organised sport includes any active recreation that occurs on a regular occasion 
and follows the rules of a particular sports code. With the trend towards non-
competitive social sport, the demand for sports grounds for organised club and 
particularly social games, is growing. 
 
Objective 1: For all organised sports to have a fair and equitable opportunity 

to the allocation of sports fields. 
 
Objective 2: To ensure the sustainable management of sports fields allocated 

to organised sports. 
 
Policy1: Council will minimise the impact of organised sport on playing 

surfaces by defining and enforcing minimum maintenance and  
recovery periods. 

 
Policy 2: Council will identify sports grounds for future development to 

cater for the demand from organised social sport to reduce over 
use of key grounds. 

 
 
CASUAL RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Casual recreation includes physical activities that are not organised to occur at a 
regular time nor involve any officials in conducting the activity.  Participation in non-
competitive social sport is matched by a rapid growth in casual, particularly 
individual recreation such as mountain biking, skateboarding and roller-blading.  As 
the demand for recreation space increases, recreationists are competing for space 
in public areas resulting in conflict between different user groups and the general 
public.  As one user group has expectations for certain types of experiences and 
another new and competing sport also uses that recreation space, experienced 
change and often differ to expectations creating dissatisfaction with types of 
recreation experienced received, a common result of conflict between different 
recreation users.  There is a need to accommodate all user groups and create the 
right level of expectation through education of suitable recreation areas for different 
sports and identify where sports complement each other or can be managed to 
ensure satisfactory experiences for all participants. 
 
Objective 1: To provide recreation opportunities for casual recreation that 

provides satisfactory recreation experiences. 
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Objective 2: To minimise recreation conflict by managing user expectations 

and demand in a sustainable manner. 
 
Policy 1: Council will identify recreation spaces on sports grounds that 

provide suitable recreation opportunities for casual sport and 
recreation. 

 
Policy 2: Council will educate recreation users about what casual 

recreation areas on sports grounds will provide satisfactory 
recreation opportunities for their activity through providing 
information on sports grounds. 

 
 
PASSIVE AND INFORMAL RECREATION 
 
Passive and informal recreation includes non-physical as well as non-competitive 
activities that occur on an irregular basis.  Sports grounds provide for organised sport 
and casual recreation activities but also provide open space for people to enjoy 
passive and informal recreation such as walking, picnics, and reading a book in the 
park.  While organised sports have precedence over the use of most  sports grounds, 
the pleasant visual landscape provided by green space also enhances passive and 
informal recreation and it is important to ensure these types of recreation spaces are 
available for the general public. 
 
Objective 1: To provide for and enhance recreation space on sports grounds 

for passive and informal recreation. 
 
Policy 1: To ensure the public can freely access and use sports grounds for 

passive and informal recreation where no organised sport is 
participating or unless otherwise notified. 

 
Policy 2: Council will protect and enhance landscape values of sports 

grounds for passive and informal recreation when considering 
developments on sports grounds. 
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RETAIL AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Retail and commercial activities often demand to use sports grounds because of 
their demand for space to accommodate large crowds on a temporary basis.  
Retail and commercial activities can complement recreation based activities 
through providing services such as food for players and spectators.  Considering this, 
it is important to realise the commercial and public benefits of allowing such 
activities on sports ground but there is also the need to ensure the use of sports 
grounds do not compromise the primary purpose of the ground and its amenity 
value to recreation and non-recreation users. 
 
Objective : To ensure that retail activities on sports grounds operate so that 

the primary purpose and quality of the ground is maintained in a 
sustainable manner. 

 
Policy 1: That retail activities on sports grounds operate in accordance with 

the relevant provisions of the District Plan, the Reserve Policy Plan - 
General Policies ‘Use Policies’ section, Fees and Charges Policy, 
Health Regulations and any other relevant policy. 

 
Policy 2: Sport and recreation uses will have propriety over retail or 

commercial uses of sports grounds. 
 
 
MULTIPLE USE OF SPORTS FACILITIES AND GROUNDS 
 
Sports facilities are often under utilised during the week from 9am - 5pm.  Exclusive 
use by one user group also reduces access and use of sport facilities to other users 
while also imposing higher maintenance costs for clubs.  This results in higher user 
charges to club members, reducing the level of participation and use of a sports 
facility.  In the district some clubs are growing and demand grounds with facilities 
while others have a declining membership potentially requiring them to 
amalgamate with other clubs or close altogether.  Council has a concern for 
maintaining under utilised facilities and financially supporting struggling clubs.  This 
has increased the pressure to call for clubs and casual user groups to share the use 
of facilities and open up to other public users such as schools and community 
groups. 
 
Objective : To ensure sports facilities are effectively and efficiently utilised and 

made accessible to complementary user groups where no 
exclusive use provisions have been made under a lease 
agreement. 

 
Policy 1: Council will prioritise capital expenditure on sports ground 

development that have multiple use, shared facilities, a high level 
of use. 

 
Policy 2: Council will encourage and support amalgamation of clubs 

where it improves the effective and efficient use of sports facilities 
and grounds. 
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Policy 3: Council will consider rights of renewal of leases where an effective 
and efficient use of the ground and facilities can be shown by the 
lessee or long lease terms. 

 
 
MAJOR EVENTS AND COMMUNITY FESTIVALS 
 
The Gore District Council is involved in events and community festivals in recognition 
of the economic and community benefits that these bring to the district.  The Gore 
District Council’s Events and Community Festivals programme has the overall vision 
of involving Council in the provision of events and community festivals to enrich and 
enhance the quality of life of the community and the district as a whole.  Sports 
grounds provide open space suitable for events and community festivals and in the 
past have been booked for such purposes. 
 
Objective : To allow events and festivals on designated sports grounds which 

compliment the primary purpose of that ground. 
 
Policy 1: Sort and recreation uses of sports grounds will have priority over 

festivals and events unless otherwise authorised by Council. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Council communicates with user groups as an administrator of recreation resources 
and as a lessor of sport fields.  The aim of Council is to clearly and effectively 
communicate with user groups to deal with recreation resource issues and demands 
for recreation resources.  However, Council will primarily deal with sports clubs 
through associations and sports codes that represent sports clubs and other user 
groups.  The aim is to co-ordinate Council’s responses to all users. 
 
Objective : To clearly and effectively communicate with users of sports grounds and 

their associated facilities. 
 
Policy 1: To communicate, in the first instance, with sports codes and associations. 
 
Policy 2: To liase with sports clubs through and in conjunction with sports codes 

and associations. 
 
 
PLAN AMENDMENT AND REVIEW  

 
The Sports Ground Management Plan will be reviewed comprehensively every ten 
years.  The Reserves Act 1977, Section 41 (4), provides that the administering body of 
a reserve is required to keep its management plan under ‘continuous review’.  This  
ensures that the plan accurately reflects ongoing amendments to Council policy 
and developments on its reserves.  The ten-yearly comprehensive review, which is to 
incorporate the public notification and objection procedures specified for 
preparation of a management plan, ensures that the public have an opportunity to 
comment on Council’s policies.  Where a sports ground is newly developed or 
acquired, and comes under this management plan, the application of the plan to 
that ground will be treated as an amendment to the existing management plan 
under Section 41 Subsection 9 of the Reserves Act 1977. 
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Objective : To maintain a comprehensive and relevant management plan that 

reflects the demand by passive and active users of the resource. 
 
Policy 1: To comprehensively review the Sport Ground Management Plan every 

ten years or by amendment as deemed appropriate by Council 
following Section 41 Subsection 9 of the Reserves Act 1977. 

 
 

NEW SPORTS 
 
Occasionally requests for sports fields, changing facilities and other sports ground 
amenities, arise from new sports.  The Recreation Strategy for Gore District indicates 
a guiding principle which states ‘that an open minded approach to the 
development of new ideas and opportunities be taken…in response to the growing 
range of recreational opportunities’. 
 
New sports are encouraged to develop with an equal opportunity to access 
recreation resources within the community. 
 
Objective: To encourage the development of new sports to ensure a wide range of 

recreation opportunities exist for the residents of Gore district. 
 

Policy 1: To assess the demand for facilities and sports fields by new sports based 
on the following criteria set out in Appendix 4. 

 
Policy 2: To consider and abide existing legal agreements on the use of particular 

sport fields and facilities.  
 
Policy 3: In the allocation of sports fields, priority will be given where facilities 

receive multiple use and resources are shared. 
 
Policy 4: In the allocation of sports fields and facilities, priority will be given where 

public access and use of those resource is permitted. 
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SPORTS GROUND CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 
 

Gore’s sports ground contain sports fields that service a variety of resource needs for 
different codes as well as different levels of competition. The community sports field 
system in contrast, can provide for organised club sport and are maintained at a 
standard for regional and local competition level.  The network of local sports fields 
are a more flexible recreation resource providing for casual and social sport 
requiring key facilities within the local neighbourhood but not serviced for a higher 
level of competition use 

 
Each sport ground classification will service a hierarchy of needs and will be 
maintained in line with the Gore District Council’s Asset Management Plan and 
standards developed in this plan in association with sports codes.  The aim of the 
classification system is to ensure sports grounds are developed and serviced to the 
standards set out for that ground, which provides a bench mark for the sustainable 
management of the resource recognising the public needs, issues and benefits from 
each ground. 
 
The following sports ground classification serves as a guide to the future 
development and management of sports grounds with the Gore District. 
 
District: An area specifically developed for a variety of summer and winter  
codes and likely to have facilities including spectator seating, toilets, clubrooms, 
special purpose lighting, off street parking and enclosed to allow charging of a fee 
for spectating.  These areas are located off major arterial roads and are landscaped 
to enhance the aesthetics and importance of the venue as a major sports ground 
for competition.  Grounds normally contain numerous sports fields and may be 
enclosed and a charge made to spectate a competition.  These areas also have 
the potential for redevelopment to provide quality facilities. 
 
 
Community: An area that is likely to have more than one sports field with 
permanent change rooms and toilet facilities.  Off street parking and special 
purpose lighting may exist and the sports ground normally has access off major local 
roads.  Users include schools, local sports clubs and some casual and passive local 
recreation users.  Sports fields are developed primarily for local competition. 
 
Local/Neighbourhood: An area that is in close location and used by the 
immediate neighbourhood.  Recreation users are within walking distance and on site 
parking is generally not provided.  Passive and unorganised recreation is the 
predominant use with some club during times of peak demand for playing space.  
The potential for development is minimal given the close location of fields to 
residential housing and the impact of noise, litter and street care parking.  In some 
cases, toilets and change rooms may exist but no special purpose lighting normally 
exists. 
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AMENITY CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 
 

Amenity values are ‘those natural and physical characteristics of an area that 
contribute to peoples appreciation of its pleasantness, aesthetic coherence and 
cultural and recreational attributes’ (Resource Management Act 1993).  The Sports 
Ground Management Plan in conjunction with the Proposed District Plan for Gore 
aims to conserve and enhance the important landscape characteristics and 
associated amenity values of sports grounds. 

 
The following classification is part of a management framework which is intended to 
be in line with the ‘Landscape Conservation Areas’ as set out in the Proposed District 
Plan.  The amenity of these areas will reflect the character and form of the 
immediate area unless described differently in more specific landscape descriptions.  
Where the desired landscape characteristics of these areas have been identified in 
location specific management plans such as the Town Belt Management Plan and 
the Dolamore Park Management Plan, these plans shall also guide the amenity 
values for sports grounds in these areas.  The following classification is generic and 
ground specific landscape and amenity values are described in volume two of this 
plan. 
 
District: Natural and physical characteristics such as entrance ways and 
boundaries are landscaped to promote the prominence of green space as an 
important recreation resource and visual amenity for the District.  The urban 
landscape shall not dominate these grounds and buildings and structures shall be 
developed in line with the Reserves Policy. 
 
Community: Natural and physical characteristics of the landscape will vary from 
area to area.  The visual prominence of developed green space in all areas shall 
preserved and reflect the scale and landscape form desired for the locality.  
Buildings and structures shall be developed in line with the Reserves policy section 
and have the purpose of servicing the primary function of the ground. 
 
 
Local/Neighbourhood: Natural and physical characteristics of the landscape will 
closely reflect the immediate area and serve to provide community open space 
and visual relief of the urban form for local residents and visitors.  The built 
environment on these grounds shall be of a small scale and not signify ownership of 
the ground by any one sports club or recreation group.  The visual prominence of 
developed green space shall be preserved and buildings and structures shall be 
developed in line with the Reserves Policy section. 
 
 

CONSERVATION CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 
 
Conservation is defined as ‘the preservation and protection of natural and historic 
resources for the purpose of maintaining their intrinsic values, providing for their 
appreciation and recreational enjoyment by the public, and safe guarding the 
options for future generations’ 5 (Conservation Act 1987). 
 
The aim of the Conservation Classification System is to recognise that sports grounds 
are located in environments that have conservation values that need to be 
preserved and protected for the sustainable management of the resource.  
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Additionally, the sustainable management of these environments may be in 
opposition to or have a higher priority than the purpose for which the sports ground 
was developed.  This warrants the classification of environments that are significant 
for the sustainable management of the natural and historic resources within them 
and their priority in relation other management policy.  The following classification 
centres around the type of environment that is significant in the need for 
preservation and protection and for the sustainable management of the resource. 
 
Town Belt: To protect and enhance the significant landscape, recreational and 
ecological resources that make up the character and function of the Town Belt. 

 
 

5 Natural Resources are defined as: 
 a) plants and animals of all kinds 
 b) the air water and soil in or on which any plant or animal may live 
 c) landscape and landform 
 d) geological features 
 e) systems of interacting living organisms and their environment 

 
Historic resources are defined as ‘an historic place within the meaning of the Historic 
Places Act 1990’ 
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APPENDIX THREE 
 
STANDARD CONDITIONS OF USE 

 
This Reserve is a public place and is available for public use.  It is, however, essential 
that when you use the area the Gore District Council is aware of your intended 
activities.  This helps us maintain the Reserve and monitor the types of use that occur 
on it.  It is also important for you to abide by the following conditions of use.  These 
conditions are necessary to ensure that the public, Reserve neighbours and other 
users are not adversely affected by your activity. 
 
Should you have any questions about these conditions, please contact the Parks 
and Recreation Manager on (03) 208 9080. 
 
CONDITIONS 

 
1) All litter is to be removed from site.  If there are more than 50 people likely to be 

using the reserve, please supply your own rubbish bins and arrange for these to 
be emptied. 

 
2) Plants and flowers must not be picked, removed or damaged in any way. 
 
3) Vehicle access is permitted in or through the Reserve on carparks and marked 

access ways.  Vehicles should not be taken into any area where they may 
damage the reserve.  You will be liable for reinstating the reserve if any 
damage is caused. 

 
4) Structures or covers such as tents, stages, caravans etc are permitted with  

written Gore District Council approval. 
 
5) All stalls selling food must have separate approvals from Council’s Health 

Department. 
 
6) Fires are allowed on Gore District Council Reserves in places specially provided 

by Council or where written permission has been obtained from the Gore 
District Council.  No other fires are allowed. 

 
7) Gas Barbecues may be used on Reserves. 
 
8) You do not have exclusive use to the Park.  Please be considerate and keep 

disturbances to other patrons to a minimum.  This includes keeping noise within 
the legal bounds. 

 
9) Please do not interfere with the operation of Gore District Council contractors.  

Should you wish them to alter their activity, you will need to contact the 
Contract and Asset Management Department. 

 
10) A bond of $250 is required.  This should be presented to the booking officer t 

least 24 hours before the event. 
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11) Some or all of your bond will be retained if any condition is broken or any 
damage is caused.  Any activity resulting in the involvement of the police or 
noise control officers may also result in some or all of the bond being retained. 

 
12) Should there be any damage, you will be liable for the costs or reinstating the 

reserve to its former standard.  Any reinstatement will be carried out by the 
Gore District Council. 
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APPENDIX FOUR 
Checklist for Applicants Proposing Developments on Sports Ground 
 
1 Purpose 
 Why is this development needed? Social? Storage? Training? Is there an alternative? Will 

the development be multipurpose? 
 
2 Proven Need 
 Club members? Use patterns? Other groups sharing? 
 
3 Funding 
 Available funding? 
 
4 Fixed Costs 
 Is your group aware of costs such as site lease, rates, lighting, water charges? 
 What is the overall effect on the reserves appearance? How can the impact be 

reduced? 
 
5 On-Going Maintenance 
 Can your group maintain the development to a standard acceptable to the wider 

community? 
 
6 Impact on Showgrounds 
 Is this the nest use of the proposed site? Is there an alternative site? 
 
7 Future Development 
 Is your group aware of possible future limitations to development? 
 
8 Access and Car Parking 
 Has wheelchair access been provided for? What is the impact of car parking on the 

reserve? Are there alternatives? 
 
9 Building Style 
 Detailed building plans, profiles, materials, colour scheme, vandal resistance. 
 
10 Neighbours 
 What consideration has been given to noise issues, effects of lighting? How can the 

impact be reduced? 
 
11 Landscape Impact 
 What is the overall effect on the reserves appearance?  How can the impact be 

reduced] 
 
12 Site Cleanup 

Your group will be responsible for all site restoration 
 
13 Advertising 

All advertising on sportsground structures will require the approval of the Contract and 
Asset Management Department of Council 

 
14 Management Plans 
 Has your group consulted the Sports Ground Management Plan and the Reserve 

Management Plan General Policies Section to consider the appropriateness of the 
development?  
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SECTION TWO 
 

GROUND SPECIFIC INFORMATION 
 
Volume two of the Sports Ground Management Plan details information specific to 
each sports ground including: location, legal description, legal status, history, 
physical character, buildings and structures, access, present use, adjacent, primary 
and secondary purpose, unit category, utilisation, leases, issues, and ground specific 
policy (if any).  This information services to acknowledge the past development of 
sports grounds in the district and to provide the context for future development and 
current policies set out in this volume.  Volume two is written as an extension of 
volume one, and also addresses the issues of each sports ground with site specific 
information aimed at clarifying Council’s strategic direction in the management and 
development of specific sports ground. 
 
 
Hyde Street Grounds (Gore Town Belt) 
 
Location 
Situated between Hyde and Gorton Street, Gore 
 
Legal Description 
1.8934 ha Lots 3-15 DP 2971 Town of Gore.  Formally known as Town Belt ‘F’. In 
trust as a Recreation Reserve 1876 
 
3.6571 ha Gore Town Belt ‘G’.  In trust as a Recreation Reserve 1876 
 
5.5505 ha Total 
 
Legal Status 
Lots 3-15 DP 2971  
 
Originally set aside in 1876 under the Public Reserves Act 1854 and 1862 “in trust as a 
Recreation Reserve for the use of the inhabitants of Gore” 
 
In 1928 in fee simple in trust without power of sale as a municipal endowment. 
 
Pursuant to Section 25 of the Reserves and other Lands Disposal Act 1949 the vesting 
of Lots 3 to 15 DP 2971 in the Gore District Council in trust without power of sale as a 
municipal endowment is hereby cancelled and the said lots are vested in  
His Majesty the King as Recreation Reserve subject to Part II of the Public Reserves 
Domain and National Parks Act 1928 and form part of the Gore Domain - 21st 
October 1949. 
Classified Recreation Reserve 1983, page 2175 
Therefore, Crown Land vested in Council as Recreation Reserve. 
 
Gore Town Belt “G”  
1876 Public Reserves Acts 1854 and 1862 ‘in Trust as a Recreation Reserve for the use 
of the inhabitants of Gore’ Classified Recreation Reserve 1983, page 2175 
Crown land administered by Council as a Recreation Reserve 
Classified Recreation Reserve 1983, page 2175 
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Crown land administered by Council as a Recreation Reserve 
Lots 3-15             
This ground was the original sports centre for Gore and had a banked running and 
cycle track.  
  
The Caledonian ground was the towns first multi-use ground with an agreement in 
1886 between cricket, rugby and the Caledonian Society being cemented for all to 
use the grounds at the appropriate times of the year. 
 
Cricket remained at the Caledonian ground apart from one year 1910/11 at the  
A & P grounds until 1963 when it moved to Hamilton Park. 
 
The Caledonian Society flourished till the first World War when emphasis on sports 
rapidly diminished due to war commitments etc. 
 
In the early 1920's the idea of forming the Gore Woollen Mills Company was floated 
and the proximity of this piece of land to the rail line was thought to be ideal for such 
a project, so the land was converted into a reserve to be leased as the mill site.  The 
project failed to attract sufficient financial backing from investors and fell through 
and the company wound up. 
 
The lease was then taken over by a private investor who subdivided the land into 18 
sections.  With the onset of the depression this project also fell through and the land 
reverted back to the Council. 
 
During the depression years Council used unemployed labour to cover over and 
level out the old cycle and running track.  Stones were removed and the area sown 
out in grass after topdressing etc.  In the post war years this area was used for 
amateur athletics, rugby with the Albion Rugby Football Club having its 
headquarters there until 1 April 1981 when it sold its pavilion to Gore Wanderers 
Associated Football Club for $15,000.00.  It would appear that these clubrooms were 
erected around the late 1920's or early 1930's, the exact date being unknown.   The 
right to have the building was granted in the early 1970's after much debate at 
Council level.  Apparently approval was given by Council in April 1969 to extend the 
building, but it took the Albion Football Club until 1972 to find the necessary funds.  
But during the intervening period Council formulated a policy that the inner Town 
Belt areas were to be developed for passive recreation only and not for active sport.  
This type of sport was to be based at Hamilton Park. Until this time soccer was played 
on Part G of the Town Belt. 
 
Not withstanding the earlier decision, the ground is today floodlit for night practices, 
and is now a quality soccer ground with the installation of a single tile drain down its 
south side in 1986. 
 
The western end of this ground has an interesting history.  In September 1948 Council 
received an application from Caltex Oil Co Ltd for a site in Main Street for a petrol 
installation.  This was not approved but Council was keen to have the company set 
up office in the town. 
 
The Caledonian ground was considered surplus to requirements at that time bearing 
in mind that if things had gone to plan twenty years earlier it would have been built 
over. 



 26

Part G 
This block of the Town Belt has a sketchy history and it is assumed that this area was 
also laid out in its present state during the depression and since that time soccer and 
presumable cricket have been played with a small pavilion on the south side of the 
ground being erected for soccer in 1930.  The floodlights erected in 1977. 
 
This ground has only 100mm average covering of topsoil with a single base helping it 
drain in winter but also dries out severely in summer.  Originally surrounded by a 
Macrocarpa hedge, this has long since been removed and was a windswept 
ground until 1989 when the present shelter trees were planted.  The only other trees 
are at the extreme east and where a line of Oaks (Quercus) were planted around 
1960. 
 
Physical Character 
Both grounds are flat rectangle shaped areas with the surrounding roads forming 
their boundary.  The western most ground has a 2m higher elevation over the Eastern 
ground. 
 
Both grounds have trees around all sides except the north to provide shelter and 
delineation of areas. 
 
 
Buildings and Structures 
The western ground has the Gore Wanderers Soccer Club clubrooms which are 
substantially of a relocatable construction. This building was formally the Albion 
Rugby Club headquarters and have been on this site for many years.  The building is 
maintained in an adequate condition. 
 
No other buildings are on site.  Part “G” did have an old pavilion dating from the 
1930’s but this was surplus to requirements, consistently vandalised and demolished 
in 1998. 
 
Access 
The park has all round access from Hyde, Gorton, Oldham and Rivers Street.  Curb 
side parking is available on North and South sides. 
 
Present Use 
Soccer is principally the main use for these parks.  Both junior and senior grades play 
here.  It is the home of soccer in Eastern Southland. 
 
In summer the field are used occasionally for summer league cricket. 
 
Softball was played until early 1990’s. 
 
Adjacent Land Use 
Surrounded by roads the north is light industrial, the south residential, the west side a 
commercial operation and in the east the Mataura river.  
 
Primary Purpose 
Community sport ground 
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Secondary Purpose 
Community amenity 
 
Unit Category 
Multiple unit ground 
 
Utilisation 
Medium 
 
Leases 
Developing one for Wanderers Soccer Pavilion 
 
Specific Policies 
• Prepare a lease or License for the Gore Wanderers Clubrooms 
• Investigate installation and feasibility of an irrigation system for the lower 

grounds 
• Investigate better summer utilisation of these grounds 
• No more buildings will be permitted 
• No new footpaths will be permitted to cross these grounds 
• No easements for any further utilities will be granted to cross these 

grounds 
• Upgrading/installation of ground lighting will be permitted subject to 

meeting conditions of the District Plan 
• Investigate the feasibility of closing that part of Gorton Street that bisects 

the two parks.  This road has been a safety concern with park users for 
some years. 
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Mataura Hockey Artificial Hockey Turf 
 
Location 
Glendhu Road, Mataura 
 
Legal Description 
9355 m2 Being Lot 1 DP12954 and being part Section 3 Block IV Lindhurst 
Hundred 
Facility and land owned by Council but administered by a Charitable Trust. 
 
Legal Status 
Recreation Reserve gazetted 24/4/1997 
 
 
History 
 
Originally it was proposed to build a sand carpet based field on Tulloch Park prior to 
local Government amalgamation in 1989.  This idea went to the stage where plans 
and tender documents were drawn up.  However prices estimated for the work 
were grossly under estimated with Council deciding to hold off construction until 
more money was in hand.  Construction was set for 1991. 
 
By that time the idea of an artificial hockey field had been mooted and that the 
money set aside for the sandfield project should be transferred to an artificial 
hockey field account along with monies from grants, sponsorship, fund-raising and 
donations. 
 
An Establishment Committee was formed with members from Council and local 
sporting groups to run the project and come up with the finance to fund the work. 
 
Early on in the projects history it was realised a site was needed where this field 
would be located.  Some pressure was on to site it on Tulloch Park but due to the 
cost of relocating existing turf fields and lights the area on the north side of Glendhu 
Road next to the hostel was looked at and became the favoured site.  The potential 
use of the old then disused freezing works hostel as a clubrooms come 
accommodation facility was seen as an added advantage. 
 
The land chosen did not belong to the Council but to Waitaki International Ltd.  It 
was used by them for stock holding capacity.  The area was quite low lying and very 
wet.  Waitaki International were approached regarding the lands future use.  As it 
turned out the land was a bit of a headache to them, and that Council owned land 
elsewhere in Mataura that much better suit their purposes.  A land swap was 
subsequently carried out with Council paying for the legal fees, etc. 
 
The field was built and opened in June 1992 with Council taking legal title on 18 June 
1993. 
 
The grandstand was constructed in July 1994 and seats approximately 150 people. 
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Trust Bank Park was the parks original name due to the sponsorship given to the 
project by Trust Bank Southland.  A sub-committee of Council managed the 
operation of this facility. 
 
With the Local Government Reform Act requiring Councils to fund depreciation on 
their assets, it was decided to avoid the ratepayer funding this large capital item 
from rates and that a Charitable Trust be set up to manage and operate the facility 
instead of Council and also to avoid the depreciation issue. 
 
The Mataura Hockey Turf Charitable Trust was set up in 1999. 
 
 
Physical Character 
Mataura Hockey Turf is enclosed in a 2m security fence and is essentially flat apart 
from the viewing mound on the west side.  Extensive screening and shelter plantings 
have been established around the site.  The site is low lying. 
 
Buildings and Structures 
The main structure is the Grandstand constructed on the west side of the park in 
1994.  Two dug-outs are situated on the east side with a rebound fence surrounding 
the entire playing area and a security fence completely enclosing the reserve. 
 
Access 
Access is only available via Glendhu Road with the main entrances to the park 
located on the east side.  Parking becomes congested most weekends. 
 
Present Use 
The Mataura Hockey Turf is extensively used only by Hockey, the main season being 
March - October.  Weekend use is principally 8:30am - 7:30pm and weekdays 
3:00pm - 8:30pm. 
 
Tournaments are held when available, while summer hockey is played on a smaller 
scale. 
 
Adjacent Land Use 
The west side is grazed paddocks while the north side is the Mataura Freezing Works 
water treatment station.  The east side and principal entrance is close to the former 
Freezing Works single men’s hostel, now known as Cardigan Bay Lodge and is 
available for accommodation and ablution facilities. 
 
The south side is on Glendhu Road across from which is Tulloch Park. 
 
Primary Purpose 
District hockey ground 
 
Secondary Purpose 
Hockey ground 
 
Unit Category 
Single use ground 
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Utilisation 
High 
 
Leases 
Trust Deed for the management of the Turf 
 
Specific Policies 
• Allow future expansion on existing site for upgrade of grandstand, including 

viewing room and changing sheds 
• Improve drainage from site 
• Carparking around site needs to be investigated including traffic speed on 

Glendu Road 
• Allow for turf replacement when required 
• Allow for construction of Hockey associated facilities including dugouts, ticket 

boxes 
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G.C. Hamilton Park 
 
20.2343ha Being Block XIX Town of East Gore.  Reserved permanently as 
recreation ground 21/11/1878. Gazette notice 1879, page 1310. 
 
2.3067 ha Pt Section 17 Block IV Waikaka Survey District gazetted Recreation 
Reserve 26.8 1999 CT 117/166 
 
Total 22.6013 ha 
 
Legal Status 
Section 17 Blk IV is held in fee simple by the Gore District Council and is a recreation 
reserve as et out in the Reserves Act 1977. 
 
There is no Certificate of Title for Block XIX.  The land therefore is crown land held for 
recreation purposes. 
 
History 
Formally known as the East Gore Domain, the setting aside of the land began after 
the Big Land Sale of 1877 when a progress committee was established by the then 
Gordon Town Board, to guard the rights of residents. 
 
At its first meeting this committee managed to have an area of land of 50 acres set 
aside as domain. 
 
To manage this land, the East Gore Domain Board was gazetted on September 16 
1879 with seven nominated members, Alex McNab, A L Brown, R W Marshall, A 
Brown, E S McGill, T Mulvey and E MacGibbon.  They first met 6th October 1879.  The 
Gordon Domain Board lasted 25 years until amalgamation with the Gore Borough in 
1904.  Much early tree planting was undertaken by the Domain Board. 
 
In 1909, the Gore Golf Club took over a large part of the Domain to establish a  
9-hole golf course which continued until 1932.  The Borough Council officially named 
the Park, Anzac Park 17th January 1916. 
 
The name was apparently ignored by residents generally.  To quote the Gore Ensign 
of 2nd December 1918  
 
“What is practically a neglected sport to the ordinary residents of Gore yet one 
which withal unfolds a wealth of beauty to the lover of nature to be found in Anzac 
Park, known more familiarly under the nomenclatures of the East Gore Domain.  
Here the verdure of the English trees presents a striking example of the foresight of 
the old Gordon Town Board in recognising the asset to the community of avenues of 
typical old world beauty.  The people of Gore should be particularly proud of this 
park and, if steps were taken to populace the enclosure, it would soon become a 
favourite rendezvous” 
 
In 1941 due to vandalism it was decided the domain should cease to be an 
authorised camping ground.  Its use was by the Home Ground for training purposes. 
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The development of the E.G.D. as a modern sports ground did not begin until the 
1950’s when the Southland Catchments Board changed the course of the Waikaka 
Stream.  Areas of the old riverbed were used for land-fill purposes. 
 
In 1957 the official name was changed to G.C. Hamilton Park to recognise the 
contribution to the development of many recreations places in Gore by this long 
serving Councillor. 
 
The Combined Sports pavilion was opened in 1957 and leased to the Hamilton Park 
Sports Association (Inc) for a period of 33 years.  The administration of the pavilion 
was taken over by the Gore District Council in 1996. 
 
The Gore Cricket Club sought approval to extend the pavilion in 1978. 
 
Over the years a variety of sports have used the greater Hamilton Park area 
including hockey, archery, athletics, harriers, cricket, soccer, rugby league. 
 
A BMX track was built in the early 1980’s and the Model Engineering Clubs miniature 
railway line constructed in 1989. 
 
Extensive tree plantings have occurred over the years, most notably the avenue of 
“Fagus Sylvatica” (English Beech) planted to commemorate Anzac Day in 1943. 
 
The sports ground area is solely used for cricket. 
 
Physical Character 
Hamilton Park is situated on a flat area of land. The boundary is by the main trunk 
railway line to the north and west, Waikaka Stream to the east, and Gore Landfill to 
the south.  The sports ground area has extensive filed-tile drainage which provides 
adequate drainage.   
 
The plantings are highly visible from the northern State Highway approach to Gore.  
There are no residential or commercial premises adjacent to the park. 
 
The park is exposed to easterly winds in particular.  Mass plantings have been carried 
out on the Waikaka Stream side of the park in an attempt to provide easterly shelter. 
 
Buildings and Structures 
The most important building at Hamilton Park is the sports pavilion which houses a 
hall, kitchen, ablution facilities, three cricket rooms and the harriers rooms.  Council 
leases the rooms out to the various clubs and the hall is leased for public functions 
from time to time.  Public toilets were built in 1985. 
 
The signal box at the model train track was relocated from the Gore Railway yard in 
the late 1980’s. 
 
The BMX storage shed is an old railway container and placed in 1990.  Tennis Courts 
were constructed in the 1950’s and used as the Home Courts for the East Gore Tennis 
Club until the mid 1990’s. 
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At the south end of the park, a relocatable building was used by the Gordon Scout 
group for many years until it was sold and removed in 1998.  A new children’s’ 
playground was constructed south of the BMX track in 1999. 
 
Access 
There is only one entrance located to the north west side of the park across the 
railway line.  The internal road network is well developed and sealed apart from the 
roadway to the BMX track.  There is adequate parking on the roadway or on the 
adjacent grassed areas. 
 
The existing roading network is sufficient for all foreseeable requirements. 
 
 
Present Use 
The park provides the home for Eastern Cricket and apart from use by East Gore 
Soccer Club the sports ground area is a dedicated cricket ground. 
 
There are two artificial wickets installed in the 1980’s and three principal grass 
wickets with numerous wickets used for summer league cricket.  There are also two 
sets of cricket practice nets. 
 
Harriers use the outfield of the park for winter run meets. 
 
Casual tennis is played on the courts along with skate boarding on the half pipe also 
located on the tennis courts. 
 
BMX meet regularly during their season and the Gore Model Engineering Club hold 
regular open and practice days. 
 
Wednesday evening summer league cricket and Saturday morning schoolboy 
cricket see the grounds filled to near capacity. 
 
A dog exercise area has been designated at the south end of the park. 
 
Adjacent Land Use 
Across the main trunk railway line and State Highway One (Railway Esplanade) is 
residential housing with East Gore School being at the northern end of these. 
 
The closest commercial premises is a Service Station immediately over the railway 
line at the south of the park. 
 
The north end is grazed, while the south adjoins the Gore Landfill. 
 
Primary Purpose 
District sports ground 
 
 
Secondary Purpose 
Community amenity 
 
Unit Category 
Multi unit ground 
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Utilisation 
Medium-High 
 
Leases 
Nil 
 
Specific Policies 
 
• Council to provide for basic maintenance on the pavilion to meet 

minimum user requirements 
• Investigate options to better utilise the pavilion and hall 
• To keep ground solely for cricket apart from junior soccer practice 
• Allow for expansion of BMX track subject to final approval of plan by 

Parks & Recreation Manager 
• No new buildings permitted on site 
• Buildings or structures no longer required or are assessed as unsound and 

dilapidated will be removed at the first opportunity and the site fully 
restored to Councils satisfaction 

• All future lighting must meet the requirements of the Gore District Plan 
• No extensions to existing buildings will be allowed unless there is a 

proved need or demand and that the proposed extensions can be 
proved to benefit the wider community and comply with the Councils 
Recreation Strategy 

• Allow for installation of cricket nets subject to final approval by Parks & 
Recreation Manager 

• No permanent advertising signs will be permitted on site, but temporary 
advertising may be permitted at the discretion of the Parks and 
Recreation Manager 

• Interpretive signs will be permitted 
• Council will continue to enhance the surrounding landscape with 

appropriate plantings 
• Council will tidy up land title areas covering Hamilton Park 
•  No further roadways will be constructed within the Park 
• The tennis courts will be removed once they deteriorate beyond safe 

playing standards 
• Permanent fencing will be allowed at the discretion of the Parks and 

Recreation Manager. 
• Should any existing building be destroyed by fire, earthquake or similar 

abnormal events, permission for rebuilding will only be granted if a 
substantial benefit to the public using the Green Belt area can be 
proved.  The area of ground occupied for any building renewal under 
this clause will not be greater than that previously occupied.  All 
renewals are subject to all the appropriate requirements, policies and 
objectives as set out in this plan. 
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Newman Park 
 
5.3418ha Being Section 1186 Block LXX1 Hokonui Survey District.  Gazetted 
Recreation Reserve 21/10/1983. 
 
Legal Status 
Originally held in fee simple by Council as a recreation reserve but transferred to Her 
Majesty the Queen (the Crown) on 13/12/1973 under Section 44 of the Reserves and 
Domains Act 1953 and for a domain. 
 
With the addition of a further strip of land onto the south side of the park, a new 
legal title was issued so that the entire site was under one legal description. 
 
In July 1983 the land was gazetted Recreation Reserves under the Reserves Act 1977, 
page 2175. 
 
On 1st December 1983 page 4171, a gazette notice vesting the reserve in the Gore 
Borough Council in trust for a recreation reserve was issued. 
 
The land, is therefore, vested in trust in Council as a recreation reserve . 
 
History 
An area of 4.856 ha was purchased by the Gore Borough Council in 1938 as a 
reserve under the Public Reserves, Domains and National Parks Act 1928 specifically 
to provide additional open space for active recreation.  The purchase was largely 
financed by proceeds from the sale of the Council Sale yards fronting Eccles and 
Broughton Streets to the housing division of the Ministry of Works. 
 
During the depression, years of unemployed labour was used to remove the 
multitude of stones from the surface of the ground and carry out levelling and 
topdressing. 
 
Originally known as the Robertson Street reserve, it was not until the 1950’s that sport 
was actually played on the reserve.  This came about in the early 1950’s when 
Council permitted an oil company to erect a depot on an existing sports field in 
Hyde Street.  This resulted in the field becoming undersized and therefore unsuitable 
for senior grade cricket, rugby and athletics. 
 
Consequently, Council came under considerable public pressure to replace this lost 
playing space and agreed to begin development of the Robertson Street Reserve. 
 
The opening of the West Gore School in 1953 added to the pressure to develop the 
ground. 
 
In 1956/57 two fields for hockey were prepared on the east side of the park.  The 
Eastern Southland Rugby sub-union were already occasionally using the remainder 
of the area. 
 
In 1965 a neighbouring landowner gave as his reserve contribution, a strip of land on 
the southern boundary of the park and this increased the total area to 5.4320ha. To 
ensure that the land was retained for Recreation purposes in 1973 the Gore Borough 
Council requested the land be given domain status.  The land was subsequently 
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transferred to the Crown and on Registration of Transfer, the land became a public 
domain.  Vested in GBC 1983. 
 
Council officially named the park after Mr A T Newman, the town’s first gardener 
and long time Mayor. 
 
Physical Character 
Newman Park is a large flat, almost square shaped piece of land.  The majority of 
land on which the park lies was at one time an old river bed hence the stoney 
nature of the underlying material and the parks free drawing and division between 
areas. 
 
Buildings and Structures 
During the 1960’s three buildings were erected on the park.  Council built public 
toilets on the northern side and a small sports pavilion was later built.  This is leased to 
Gore Athletics Club. 
 
In 1964 the Pioneer Rugby Club (now Excelsior) erected a pavilion in the southwest 
corner of the ground which over the years has been modified and enlarged.  A 
lease for this building is currently being drafted.  The only car park is immediately 
around the rugby pavilion.  Adequate street parking is available close to the park. 
 
Access 
Fronting Robertson Street with entrances from Clyde and Edwin Street makes 
Newman Park very accessible.  It also is accessible via adjacent Wayland Park. 
 
Present Use 
Rugby is played on the two grounds fronting Robertson Street during the winter. 
 
Rugby league and summer league cricket utilise these same grounds throughout 
summer, while athletics utilise the grounds fronting Edwin and Clyde Streets.  A grass 
running track (400m) and other athletic events are undertaken within this area. 
 
West Gore School use Newman Park for sports and other recreational activities. 
 
Junior Soccer used the athletics area in winter until the mid 1990’s before moving to 
Hyde Street. 
 
Adjacent Land Use 
East and Northeast (partly) side of Newman Park is bordered by residential housing 
while the remainder of the north side is bordered by the West Gore School. 
 
The south side adjoins Wayland Park while the west side fronts Robertson Street with 
residential housing behind. 
 
Primary Purpose 
Community sports ground 
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Secondary Purpose 
Community amenity 
 
Unit Category 
Multi unit ground 
Utilisation 
Medium 
 
Leases 
Athletics Gore   - pavilion 1997 for 5 years 
Excelsior Rugby Club - being developed  
 
Specific Policies 
 
• Allow Excelsior Rugby Club to purchase part of park their pavilion and  carpark 

occupy, subject to reaching a satisfactory agreement with Council. 
• Upgrade toilet block as required 
• Athletics Gore area to be solely designated for athletics use only 
• Investigate upgrading current irrigation system.  Continue to use bore at end of 

rugby clubrooms as water source for irrigation 
• To make provision for facilities and amenities which benefit the public using the 

park 
• Any existing facility or amenity that requires external redecoration or repainting 

will be done in a colour scheme that blends, rather than contrasts with the 
landscape of the park and must be approved by Parks and Recreation 
Manager before application 

• The building of any more clubrooms, buildings, shelters within the confines of 
the park shall not be permitted 

• Clubs or lessees are responsible for all maintenance, repairs or renovations to 
their buildings etc 

• Buildings or structures no longer required or are assessed as unsound and 
dilapidated will be removed at the first opportunity and the site fully restored to 
Council’s satisfaction 

• All future and existing flood lighting must meet the requirements of the Gore 
District Plan 

• Any future amenities and facilities will be required to meet the above 
objectives 

• No extensions to existing buildings will be allowed unless there is a proved need 
or demand and that the proposed extensions can be proved to benefit the 
wider community 

• No permanent advertising hoardings or signs to be permitted on park, 
however, temporary signage/advertising may be permitted at the discretion of 
the Parks and Recreation Manager 

• No new carparks, footpaths, easements or utilities will be permitted on the park 
• Appropriate landscaping will be undertaken at the discretion of Parks and 

Recreation Manager 
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Tulloch Park 
 
Legal Description 
1.4607ha Part Lot 4 DP 1157 also part Section 3 Block IV Lindhurst Hundred  
  gazetted Recreation Reserve 1997 CT A4/600 
 
2.1246ha Lot 6 DP 1157 Recreation Reserve 1928 CT 91/121 
 
2.0740ha Lot 5 DP 1157 for a Recreation ground 1961 CT 230/96 
 
2.0614ha Part Section 14 Block X11 Town of Mataura in Trust as Municipal Reserve 

1902 CT 68/188 
 
2.0083ha Section 13 Block XII Town of Mataura, Public Domain 1885 
 
Total 9.729ha 
 
Legal Status 
Section 13 Block XII Town of Mataura 
 
The New Zealand Gazette page 1251 of October 29 1885 advises of the Declaring a 
Reserve in Mataura as follows: 
 
Declaring Mataura Reserve to be under the Provisions of "The Public Domains Act, 
1881" 
 
Wm. F. DRUMMOND JERVOIS 
Governor 
 
In pursuance and exercise of the powers and authorities conferred upon me by "The 
Special Powers and Contracts Act, 1885" I, William Francis Drummond Jervois, the 
Governor of the Colony of New Zealand, do hereby declare the following land to be 
subject to the provisions of "The Public Domains Act, 1881," namely, Section number 
thirteen, Block twelve, Town of Mataura, containing four acres three roods thirty-four 
perches, as described in the Second Schedule to "The Mataura Reserves Act, 1878," 
to be managed by the Mataura Town Board under a delegation, in terms of the 
twelfth section of "The Public Domains Act, 1881," aforesaid. 
 
As witness the land of His Excellency the Governor,  
this twenty-fourth day of October, one thousand  
eight hundred and eighty-five. 
 
EDWARD RICHARDSON, 
(for the Minister of Lands.) 
 
The boundary of this area was in line with the west side of Oakland Street, 
approximately where the Hockey pavilion now stands. 
 
 
Board appointed to have Control of the Mataura Domain 
 
LIVERPOOL, Governor ORDER IN COUNCIL 
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Government House at Wellington, this eighteenth day of October, 1915 
 
Present: 
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL 
 
Whereas  by section forty-seven of the Public Reserves and Domains Act, 1908 
(hereinafter termed "the Act"), it is enacted that the Governor may from time to time 
by Order in Council gazetted, appoint any local authority to be a Domain Board 
having, subject to the said Act control of any public domain: 
 
And whereas by an Order in Council made on the eighteenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and eight, and published in the New Zealand Gazette of the 
twenty-eight day of May, one thousand nine hundred and eight, a Domain Board 
was appointed to control the Mataura Domain: 
 
And whereas the period for which the said Board was appointed expired on the 
seventeenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and fifteen: 
 
And whereas it appears expedient to again appoint a Domain Board to control the 
domain: 
 
And therefore, His Excellency the Governor of the dominion of New Zealand, in 
exercise of the powers confessed by the said Act, and acting by and with the 
advice and consent of the Executive Council of the said Dominion, does hereby 
appoint: 
 
THE MATAURA BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
to be the Mataura Domain Board, having control of the and described in the 
Schedule hereto for the purposes of the subject to the provisions of Part II of the said 
Act: and does hereby appoint Tuesday, the twenty-sixth day of October, one 
thousand nine hundred and fifteen, at half past two o'clock pm, as the time when, 
and the Borough Council of Mataura, as the place where, the first meeting of the 
Board shall be held. 
 
SCHEDULE 
 
MATAURA DOMAIN 
 
And that area in the Southland Land District, containing by measurement 4 acres, 3 
roods, 34 perches, more or less, being Section 13, Block XII, Town of Mataura.  
Bounded towards the north-east by a public road, 593 links; towards the south-west 
by Sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and the north of Suburb Street, 593 links; and towards the 
north-west by Section 3, Lindhurst Hundred, 840 links; be all the aforesaid linkages 
more or less.  As the same is delineated on the plan marked L. and S. 46099/7, 
deposited in the Head Office, Department of Lands and Survey, at Wellington, and 
thereon bordered red. 
 
Also all that area in the Southland Land District, containing by admeasurement 13 
acres, 1 rood, 24 perches, more or less being Sections 39, 40, and 41, Block XVII, Town 
of Mataura Bridge.  Bounded towards the north by Section 42, by the said block, 
1275 links; towards the east by a public road 1201.4 links; towards the west by 
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Section 38 in the and block, 897 links; be all the aforesaid linkages more or less.  As 
the same is delineated on the plan marked L. and S. 46099/8, deposited in the Head 
Office, Department of Lands and Survey at Wellington, and thereon bordered red. 
 
J. F. ANDREWS 
Clerk of the Executive Council. 
 
 
 
 
Lot 6 DP 1157 
1940 transferred from the Mataura Borough Council to His Majesty the King (Crown) 
as a Recreation Reserve subject to the provisions of the public Reserves Domains 
and National Parks Act 1928, to form part of the Mataura Domain. 
 
Therefore, Crown Land vested as part of Mataura Domain with Gore District Council 
as control and manage authority. 
 
Gazetted Recreation Reserve 1985, page 4323 
 
Lot 5 DP 1157 
1961 Mataura Borough Council in fee simple for a recreation ground.  Gazette 
notice declaring land to be a reserve for recreation purposes 1980, page 3006. 
 
Part Lot 4 DP 1157 
1969 fee simple to Mataura Borough Council.  Gazetted Recreation Reserve 1997 
 
Therefore, Section 13 Blk XII is a gazetted domain controlled by the Mataura Borough 
Council (now Gore District Council) 
 
Section 14 Blk XII Town of Mataura 
 
Also on gazette page 1251 1885 notice was given for the "vesting of a Reserve in 
Southland" as follows: 
 
Vesting a Reserve in Southland 
 
Wm. F. DRUMMOND JERVOIS 
Governor 
 
In pursuance and exercise of the powers and authorities conferred upon me by "The 
Special Powers and Contracts Act, 1885," I, William Francis Drummond Jervois, the 
Governor of the Colony of New Zealand, do hereby, in pursuance of the provisions 
of "The Public Reserves Act, 1881," vest the following land in the Mataura Town 
Board, in trust for the Mataura Pastoral Society, namely, Section number fourteen, 
Block twelve, Town of Mataura, containing five acres one rood thirty-four perches, as 
described in the Third Schedule to "The Mataura Reserves Act, 1878." 
 
As witness the land of His Excellency the Governor,  
this twenty-fourth day of October, one thousand  
eight hundred and eighty-five. 
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EDWARD RICHARDSON, 
(for the Minister of Lands.) 
 
 
Section 14 of Block XII Town of Mataura (2.08 ha) which was transferred from the 
Crown under the “Mataura Reserve Vesting Act 1896” as a Municipal Reserve on 
16/9/1902. 
 
NZ Gazette 9 October 1980, page 3006 declares Section 14 Blk XII Reserve for 
Recreation purposes. 
 
Therefore Section 14 Blk XII is a reserve held in Trust by the Gore District Council for 
recreation purposes. 
 
History 
In 1885 the bulk of what we know now as Tulloch Park was set aside for reserve 
purposes. 
 
Over the years additions were made to the park notably to the west.  Included in this 
was five acres from Sinclairs which the Mataura Gun Club leases at present.  Also 
five acres were purchased from Tom Kubala and Mr Amos of which some was 
subdivided and used for housing at the western end of Bangor Street. 
 
Note should be taken that this area was set aside for the Mataura Pastoral Society 
with the assumption being made it was to be used for Agricultural and Pastoral type 
shows.  The area covered by this was approximately from the Hockey Pavilion to 
State Highway 1. 
 
For the first few years after the creation of these two reserves they were managed 
separately, the recreation ground by the Mataura Town Board and the A & P 
ground under the trusteeship of Messrs MacGibbon, Cameron, Beattie, Pollock and 
Shanks. 
 
It would appear that the A & P section of the reserve developed quicker that the 
Recreation ground probably due to the Town Board being more pre-occupied with 
the formation of streets etc than reserve development.  Consequently the first and 
only permanent grandstand erected on the Park to date was erected around 1888 
by the Mataura Pastoral Society.  The grandstand served the park until 10 April 1966 
when it burnt down. 
 
 
It is probable that several A & P show were held in the early days at the Mataura  
A & P grounds but by 1892 both the Gore and Wyndham A & P associations were 
very strong producing excellent shows.  It was therefore decided in 1892 to 
incorporate the Mataura A & P ground with the Recreation ground under the 
jurisdiction of the Mataura Town Board.  The Governor agreed to this request. 
 
The park has always been Mataura’s principle sports ground and over the years 
other additional recreational facilities have been added including the Mataura War 
Memorial Swimming Pool, children’s’ playground and rest area, pavilion, tennis 
court, cricket nets and lights for night sport. 
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Extensive work carried out in themed 1980’s by subsidised employment schemes 
enhanced the parks appearance. 
 
From the earliest days the Park was plagued with drainage problems, but over the 
years this has been improved somewhat. 
 
The car park fronting State Highway One was sealed in conjunction with the Freezing 
Works in the mid 1980’s. 
 
In March 1986 the Recreation ground was renamed Tulloch Park in recognition of Mr 
M R Tulloch’s services to the Mataura community. 
 
 
Physical Character 
Tulloch Park is a large flat area of ground bordered on the south side by residential 
dwellings, east and north by roads and the west by a stream.  Recent tree plantings 
enhance the ground. 
 
Building Structures 
There are a number of different buildings and structures on the park, 
 
Grandstand:  After the grandstand burnt down, (this was situated about where the 
present pavilion now stands), a temporary hut referred to as the Nissan Hut was used 
until the present pavilion was built in 1967 and subsequently extended in 1968.  
Currently this pavilion us used by the Mataura Rugby Club, Mataura Cricket Club 
and Mataura Hockey Club. 
 
Picnic Area:  On the corner of State Highway One and Glendhu Road was a 
wooden house built around 1900 that belonged to the Mataura Borough Council.  
This house was leased for years by the Adam family until 1991 when Council 
demolished it to make way for the new rest area in that corner.  The house was 
surrounded by a large Macrocarpa hedge. 
 
Mataura War Memorial Swimming Pool:  The Mataura War Memorial Swimming Pool 
was opened as an open air pool in 1954 to provide residents of Mataura with a safer 
swimming environment, as compared with the river environment.  The pool was  
10’ 3” deep at the deep end.  This was subsequently reduced to 4’ in 1977.  In 1985 
the pool was covered and heated. 
 
 
Mataura Tennis Club Courts and pavilion are a long established activity on the park 
dating back to the early 1900’s.  The pavilion and three courts are in good repair. 
 
Mataura Clay Target Club lease grounds and pavilion at the eastern end of the 
park. 
 
Public toilets built in 1989 are situated to the south of the tennis courts. 
 
The playground east of the tennis courts was constructed in 1998. 
 
Access 
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Tulloch Park is accessible from State Highway One, Glendhu Road and Bangor 
Streets via well established entrance ways. 
 
Present Use 
In winter, Mataura Rugby Club use two grounds, one adjacent to the pool, the other 
a practice ground with practice lights in the northwest corner. 
 
Mataura Soccer Club use three grounds for their sports having shifted from 
Henderson Park in 1999. 
 
Mataura Lawnmower Racing Social Club were granted permission in 2000 to use the 
ground at the end of Bangor Street and erect a small storage shed. 
 
During summer, the Mataura Cricket Club have an excellent cricket wicket in the 
centre of the park. 
 
The tennis courts are used principally during the summer for competition practice 
and casual play. 
 
Mataura Clay Target Club use their ranges at various times during the year and 
many competitions shoots are held there. 
 
The playground picnic area is used extensively by locals and travellers and is a great 
focal point for children. 
 
The swimming pool opens from September through to April and on average attracts 
around 17,000 users annually. 
All sports fields according to Council policy are hired by users on an annual or casual 
basis. 
 
Softball was played on Tulloch Park until the mid 1990’s. 
 
 
Adjacent Land Use 
The Southern boundary fronts residential housing while the east side fronts State 
Highway One opposite which is the Mataura Freezing Works.  North of the park is 
Glendhu Road opposite which is the Mataura artificial hockey ground and grazed 
paddocks. 
 
The Park, therefore, has a semi-rural setting. 
 
Primary Purpose 
District sports ground 
 
Secondary Purpose 
Community Amenity 
 
Unit Category 
Multi unit ground 
 
Utilisation 
Medium 
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Leases 
Mataura Rugby Club Pavilion lease for a term of 5 years commencing 1 July 
1996 with review periods every 5 years giving right of renewal up to 15 years. 
 
Mataura Clay Target Club  Lease of Lots 5 and 6 DP 1157 18th May 1983 for 21 years 
with right of renewal. 
 
Specific Policies 
 
• Enter into a lease with Mataura Tennis Club for their courts and pavilion 
• Allow redevelopment of rugby/hockey pavilion into designated changing 

rooms 
• As funds become available, seal remaining unsealed areas within the park 
• No new road, footpaths, easements or utilities will be permitted within the park 
• Investigate feasibility of installing a suitable drainage system 
• No permanent advertising or hoarding will be permitted within the park.  

However, temporary advertising may be permitted at the discretion of the 
Parks and Recreation Manager 

• Fencing will be permitted subject to approval of Parks & Recreation Manger 
• Landscaping will be undertaken at the discretion of the Parks & Recreation 

Manager 
• Allow for other sporting or recreational activities to use the park provided they 

meet the primary purpose of the Reserve 
• To make provision for facilities and amenities which benefit the public using the 

park 
• Any existing facility or amenity that requires external redecoration or repainting 

will be done in a colour scheme that blends, rather than contrasts with the 
landscape of the park and must be approved by the Parks & Recreation 
Manager before application 

• The building of any more clubrooms, buildings, shelters within the confines of 
the park shall not be permitted 

• Clubs or lessees are responsible for all maintenance, repairs or renovations to 
their buildings etc 

• Buildings or structures no longer required or are assessed as unsound and 
dilapidated will be removed at the first opportunity and the site fully restored to 
Council’s satisfaction 

• All future and existing flood lighting must meet the requirements of the Gore 
District Plan 

• Any future amenities and facilities will be required to meet the above 
objectives 

• No extensions to existing buildings will be allowed unless thee is a proved need 
or demand and that the proposed extensions can be proved to benefit the 
public using the park 

• Should any existing building be destroyed by fire, earthquake or similar 
abnormal events, permission for re-building will only be granted if a substantial 
benefit to the public using the park area can be proved.  The area of ground 
occupied for any building renewal under this clause will not be greater than 
that previously occupied.  All renewals are subject to all the appropriate 
requirements, policies and objectives as set out in this plan 
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SECTION THREE 
 
The following section deals with those sports clubs situated on the Gore Town Belt.  
Those sports clubs based on the Gore Town Belt are briefly described below with 
specific issues dealing with each club outlined. 
 
This part should also be read in conjunction with the Gore Town Belt Management 
Plan which outlines Council’s overall strategies for this area as a whole. 
 
 
Hokonui Bowling Club/Combined Courts Association 
 
Location: 
Preston/Lyne Streets 
 
Legal Description 
Situated on Part A Gore Domain 
 
Legal Status: 
Crown Land administered by Council as a Recreation Reserve 
 
History 
Refer to Gore Town Belt Management Plan 
 
Present Use 
Bowls, tennis, netball in appropriate seasons 
 
Utilisation 
Medium 
 
Adjacent Land Use 
Residential 
 
Primary Purpose 
District Sport Ground 
 
Secondary Purpose 
Community Amenity 
 
Unit Category 
Single use ground 
 
Utilisation 
High 
 
 
 
Lease 
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Combined Courts - from March 1984 for 33 years with right of renewal 
 
Specific Policies 
• Allow extension to Hokonui Bowling Club subject to approval of Parks & 

Recreation Manager 
• Develop lease with Bowling Club 
• Investigate utilisation of Combine Courts areas should the sport move into an 

indoor arena 
• Allow fencing subject to approval of Parks & Recreation Manager 
• See Town Belt Management Plan for further issues 
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Gore Main School Reserve 
 
Location 
Ardwick/Fairfield Streets 
 
Legal Description 
Part B Gore Domain 
 
Legal Status 
Crown Land administered by Council as Recreation Reserve 
 
History 
Refer Gore Town Belt Management Plan 
 
Adjacent Land Use 
Residential 
 
Primary Purpose 
Community Sport Ground 
 
Secondary Purpose 
Community Amenity 
 
Unit Category 
Multi unit ground 
 
Utilisation 
Medium 
 
Specific Policies 
• No further buildings, easements or utilities will be permitted.   
• Refer to Gore Town Belt Management Plan for further issues relating to this site 
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Gore Bowling Club/Gore Croquet Club/Citizens Tennis Club 
 
Location 
Ardwick/Fairfield Streets 
 
Legal Description 
Part D Gore Domain 
 
Legal Status 
Crown Land administered by Council as a Recreation Reserve 
 
History 
Refer to Gore Town Belt Management Plan 
 
Present Use 
Bowls, Croquet, Tennis 
 
Adjacent Land Use 
Residential/Light commercial 
 
Leases 
Gore Bowling Club  - April 1969 for 33 years Right of Renewal 
Gore Croquet Club - August 1972 for 33 years No Right of Renewal 
 
Specific Policies 
• Refer Gore Town Belt Management Plan 
• Develop Lease for Citizens Tennis Club 
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Gore RSA Bowling club 
 
Location 
Ardwick Street 
 
Legal Description 
Part D Gore Domain 
 
Legal Status 
Crown Land administered by Council as Recreation Reserve 
 
History 
Refer to Gore Town Belt Management Plan 
 
Present Use 
Bowls 
 
 
Primary Purpose 
Community Sports Ground 
 
Secondary Purpose 
Community Amenity 
 
Unit Category 
Single Use ground 
 
Utilisation 
Medium 
 
Specific Policies 
• Refer Gore Town Belt Management Plan 
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